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          JESUS INC.

Peace be to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! Why is His peace so important for today? Because with God’s peace you can hear and discern what’s important for you to know and to act upon for today. God’s peace allows you to sustain an effective working relationship with Him despite what you face on or off the job. Without His peace one begins to lose hold of God’s daily grace that enables you to be an ‘overcomer’ in this world.

What is God’s peace? Peace is part of the person of Jesus Christ. ( Isaiah 9: 6 & Hebrews 13: 20 ) It is a blessing from the Lord. ( Psalm 29: ..11 ) Something to be pursued.  ( Psalm 34: ..14 ) Also something to be spoken. ( Psalm 35: 20 ) Believers shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.  (Psalm 37: ..11 ) Peace is the future of the blameless and upright. ( Psalm 37: 37 )  God redeemed our soul in peace from the battle which was against us. ( Psalm 55: 18 ) “And great peace have those who love Your law, and nothing causes them to stumble.” ( Psalm 119: 165 )

How does one obtain and maintain God’s peace? Since His peace is both a part of God and a blessing from God, one must first have a relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ to get His peace. That is, one must be born again according to the word. ( Read Chapter 3 of the Book of John ) Then as you daily seek God and obey His Word, peace will begin to rule in your heart and mind. If you remain diligent in this process, God will make you complete in every good work to do His Will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ. ( Hebrews 13:20-21 )

The Book of Hebrews offers the following advice:
· Let brotherly love continue

· Do not forget to entertain strangers

· Remember the prisoners & those who are mistreated

· Marriage is honorable among all & the bed undefiled

· But fornicators and adulterers God will judge

· Let your conduct be without covetousness

· Be content with such things as you have

· Do not be carried about with various & strange doctrines

· Let us bear the reproach of Jesus

· Seek the city to come from eternity

· Continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

· Do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased

· Obey those who rule over you & be submissive

       ( Hebrews 13 )

Hold fast your confession! “Therefore brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” ( Hebrews 10: 19-25 )

What happens when believers willfully sin after they are saved! “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, says the LORD.” And again, “The LORD will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

( Hebrews 10: 26-31 )

What should such believers do? “But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.

Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: “For yet a little while, and He who is coming  will come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.”  ( Hebrews 10: 32-39 )

What is faith and what do we understand by it? “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.   ( Hebrews  11: 1-3 )

God loves us so much that He chastens us. “You have not resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”

If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we my be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”

(Hebrews 12: 4 -11)

Let us look out for the interests of others. “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. ( Philippians 2: 1-4 )

Take on the mind of Christ. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father.”  ( Philippians 2: 5-11 )

Work out your salvation with fear and trembling! “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Do all things without murmuring and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.”  ( Philippians 2: 12-16 )

And what is the end of our faith? “Blessed be the God and Father of our LORD Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.  Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. ( I Peter 1: 3-9 )

How to live a holy life before God our Father. “Therefore gird up the loins in your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your sojourning here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers and its flower falls away, but the word of the LORD endures forever.” 

Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the LORD is gracious.”  ( I Peter 1: 13-25 & 2: 1-3 )

Believers are living stones. “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”   ( I Peter 2: 4-5 )

And a chosen generation. “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.” ( I Peter 2: 9-12 )          

Beloved, continue to pray and to fast!

Stan & Sandy Wieber  
2
1

